FINISHING TECHNIQUES

TWISTING (OR PLYING)
THE FRINGE

Divide the number of threads for
each fringe into two groups. Twist
each group clockwise until it
kinks. Bring both groups together
and allow them to twist around
each other counterclockwise (or
twist in that direction). Secure the
ends with an overhand knot. (Use
the same method to make a plied
cord by attaching one end to a
stationary object.)

SIMPLE HEMSTITCHING
Weave several picks of plain weave (or the
basic structure of the piece), ending with the
shuttle on the right side if you are right-hand-
ed, left side if you are left-handed. Measure a
length of weft three times the warp width and
cut, leaving the measured length as a tail.
Thread the tail into a blunt tapestry needle.
Take the needle under a selected group of
ends above the fell and bring it up and back
to the starting point, encircling the same
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group of ends. Pass the needle under the

same group, bringing it out through the weav-

ing two (or more) weft threads below the fell.
Repeat for each group of ends
across the fell. Needle weave the
tail into the selvedge and trim.

DOUBLE (ITALIAN)

HEMSTITCHING

Weave several picks of plain weave

(or of the basic weave structure of

the piece), ending with the shuttle

on the right side if you are right-
handed, on the left side if you are left-handed.
Measure a length of weft four times the warp
width, cut, and then thread this tail into a
blunt tapestry needle.

Take the needle under a selected group of
warp threads above the fell and bring the
needle back to encircle the ends. Next, pass
the needle under the same ends but come up
two or more weft rows down from the fell.
Then bring the needle back around the same
group of ends below the fell. Repeat, encircl-
ing the next group of ends.

LADDER AND ZIGZ
HEMSTITCHING

For ladder hemstitching, work a row of simple
hemstitching, following instructions given
here. Insert a spacer of heavy yarn or yarn
bundle. Leaving a tail three times the warp
width, weave four picks of plain weave. Thread
the tail in a needle and hemstitch over two
rows above the spacer, encircling the same
groups of ends as for the first row.

For zigzag hemstitching, encircle groups of
ends in the second row starting at the mid-
point of the ends encircled in the previous row
to offset the two rows of stitches.
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Hemstitching tip: To hemstitch the first end of a
piece, weave a header, weave four or five picks
of plain weave (or of the basic weave structure
used in the piece), and hemstitch over the top
two or three weft rows. Weave the piece and then
hemstitch the other end over the last two or
three weft rows. Remove the fabric from the
loom and discard the header and weft threads
placed below the first hemstitching.




