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“Pinwheels Redux” Napkins
C H R I S T I N A  G A R T O N

8-SHAFT

STRUCTURE
Twill with color-and-weave ef-
fects.

EQUIPMENT
8-shaft loom, 18" weaving 
width; 12-dent reed; 2 shut-
tles.

YARNS
Warp: 8/2 unmercerized cot-
ton (3,360 yd/lb; UKI), natural, 
840 yd; Denim, 800 yd.
Weft: 8/2 unmercerized cot-
ton, natural, 700 yd; Denim, 
676 yd.

WARP LENGTH
410 ends 4 yd long (includes 2 
floating selvedges; allows 3" 
for take-up, 27" for loom 
waste).

SETTS
Warp: 24 epi (2/dent in a 12-
dent reed).
Weft: Varies with the tie-up: 
Napkin 1: 22 ppi; Napkin 2: 20 
ppi; Napkins 3–6: 24 ppi.

DIMENSIONS
Width in the reed: 17". 
Woven length (measured 
under tension on the loom): 
114" (19" for each napkin). 
Finished size after washing: 
six hemmed napkins, 14½" x 
14¾".
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Place the dark shuttle out of the way (I 
usually rest it on the just-woven cloth in 
front of me) and weave the first 4 picks 
of your light stripe. 

Now bring the dark shuttle up through 
the warp between the first light and the 
first dark warp stripes. If you look at the 
underside of the 2 edge stripes, you will 
see that this dark thread follows a dark 
warp thread making it “invisible.” The 
shuttle and inactive dark weft are now 
on the top surface of the warp 8 threads 
in from the selvedge.

Weave the last 4 picks of your light stripe. 
Place the light shuttle on the castle of 
your loom so it is poised to be carried 
along with the light floating selvedge 
when you weave your dark stripe.
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Once again, insert the tip of the dark 
shuttle down into the warp between the 
light and dark stripes and bring it to the 
surface 4 light threads in from the selv-
edge edge and over the floating selv-
edge. Examine your cloth and you will 
see that the path of the inactive dark 
weft follows a dark warp thread on the 
front for 4 picks (making it all but invisi-
ble again). You will have 2 picks of dark 
in the same shed for the width of the 
light selvedge stripe, so be sure that you 
catch the floating selvedge as you weave 
your first pick of dark.

Weave the next 8 dark picks normally, 
and repeat steps 1–5 with every light 
stripe.
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If you beat on an open shed:

Begin weaving each napkin from the left 
side, placing the shuttle into the shed 
under the floating selvedge and allow-
ing it to exit the shed over the floating 
selvedge on the right side. After you fin-
ish weaving a dark stripe, with the shut-
tle on the left side and on a closed shed, 
use the tip of the dark shuttle to lift up 
the first 5 light warp threads (count the 
floating selvedge as 1 thread) on the 
edge where you ended the last pick. 
Slide the shuttle over the next 4 warp 
threads and then back down into the 
warp between the first dark and light 
stripes. Look closely, and you will see 
that this dark thread follows a dark pick 
you wove: over 5 light threads and under 
4. The shuttle and inactive weft are now 
under the warp. 
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Neat Selvedges with a 2-Shuttle Weave
When you are weaving 2-shuttle weave in which multiple picks of one color are woven before switching to another color, it is easy for the light sel-
vedges to become muddy if you carry the inactive dark weft along as you weave with the light weft.  Here is a solution.
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If you beat on a closed shed:

Begin weaving each napkin from the left 
side, placing the shuttle into the shed 
under the floating selvedge and allow-
ing it to exit the shed over the floating 
selvedge on the right side. After you fin-
ish weaving a dark stripe, with the shut-
tle on the left side and with your last 
dark shed remaining open, take the dark 
shuttle back into the shed and then 
down between the first light and dark 
stripes in the warp. Look closely, and you 
will see that this dark thread follows the 
last dark pick you wove: over 5 light 
threads (including the floating selvedge) 
and under 4. The shuttle and inactive 
weft are now under the warp.
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Place the dark shuttle out of the way (I 
usually rest it on the just-woven cloth in 
front of me) and weave the first 4 picks 
of your light stripe. 

Now bring the dark shuttle up through 
the warp between the first light and the 
first dark warp stripes. If you look at the 
underside of the 2 edge stripes, you will 
see that this dark thread follows a dark 
warp thread making it “invisible.” The 
shuttle and inactive dark weft are now 
on the top surface of the warp 8 threads 
in from the selvedge.

Weave the last 4 picks of your light stripe. 
Place the light shuttle on the castle of 
your loom so it is poised to be carried 
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along with the light floating selvedge 
when you weave your dark stripe.

Open the first shed of your dark stripe 
and insert the dark shuttle into the shed, 
exiting over the floating selvedge. Exam-
ine your cloth, and you will see that the 
path of the inactive dark weft follows a 
dark warp thread on the front for 4 picks 
(making it all but invisible again). You will 
have 2 picks of dark in the same shed for 
the width of the light selvedge stripe, so 
be sure that you catch the floating selv-
edge as you weave your first pick of dark.

Weave the next 8 dark picks normally, 
and repeat steps 1–5 with every light 
stripe.
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